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ASHES TO FONT
The Way, the Truth, & the Life
JOHN 12:12-16
When the great crowd
that had come to the
feast heard
that Jesus was coming
to Jerusalem,
they took palm branches
and went out to meet
him, and cried out:
"Hosanna!
"Blessed is he who
comes in the name of
the Lord,
the king of Israel."
Jesus found an ass and
sat upon it, as is written:
Fear no more, O
daughter Zion;
see, your king comes,
seated upon an ass's
colt.
His disciples did not
understand this at first,
but when Jesus had
been glorified
they remembered that
these things were
written about him
and that they had done
this for him.

The current situation in the Middle East, specifically the Holy
Land, sees thousands of Christians living among an
increasingly hostile, secular, ethnic, and religious population.
In these same lands today, Jesus and his modern day disciples
are still being rejected, denied, pushed out into refugee camps,
or worse. They are being beaten and killed; told they do not
belong on this land. One might ask the question, “Will there
ever be peace?” or, “Do we even understand what true peace
looks like?”
As we gather on Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, let it be
clear to us that the mystery we celebrate is not something
“back then” or “over there.” This is our current reality. We are
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confronted by Jesus, coming humbly into our presence in
unexpected ways. We have to decide what to do, based on our
knowledge of who He is, and what is truly needed in our lives
and the world.

PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11
Christ Jesus, though he
was in the form of God,
did not regard equality
with God
something to be grasped.
Rather, he emptied
himself,
taking the form of a slave,
coming in human
likeness;
and found human in
appearance,
he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the
point of death,
even death on a cross.
Because of this, God
greatly exalted him
and bestowed on him the
name
which is above every
name,
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
of those in heaven and on
earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess
that
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the
Father.

It is easy to write off this man who comes humbly and lowly,
riding on an ass, and in peace. It is easy to write him off when
what we think we need is power, money, a miracle cure, the
right person or friend, or the exact circumstances. Jesus
continues to be denied and rejected. People give up on Him or
ask what He can do for them.
We might think of Him as a divine “magician” or “butler” that
makes our needs a reality. Jesus is not manipulated by mere
human wants, demands, or needs.
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. If we are truly to be
His modern day disciple, we must humbly pick up our cross
and follow him.
Questions for reflection:
1. Jesus fully “emptied himself” on the cross. What within
you needs to be emptied out?
2. Jesus’ true
mission was not
about receiving
accolades of
Hosanna, but in
shedding His
blood for many. In
what ways do you
shed your blood
for others and
continue Jesus’
mission?
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